
   
 

 

Pensions – Fortnightly         

Adult Pension Rates           

Single*   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

  Base $860.60 $868.30 $7.70  pf  

  Supplement $69.60 $70.30 $0.70  pf  

  Energy Supplement $14.10 $14.10 -  pf  

  Total $944.30 $952.70 $8.40  pf  

Partnered (each)           

  Base $648.70 $654.50 $5.80  pf  

  Supplement $52.50 $53.00 $0.50  pf  

  Energy Supplement $10.60 $10.60 -  pf  

  Total $711.80 $718.10 $6.30  pf  

* Also illness-separated, respite care or partner in gaol.         

     

Adult Transitional Pension Rate         

Resident in Australia           

Single   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

  
Maximum Transitional Pension 
Rate $775.20 $782.20 $7.00  pf  

  Energy Supplement $14.10 $14.10 -  pf  

  Total $789.30 $796.30 $7.00  pf  

Partnered (each)     - -    

  
Maximum Transitional Pension 
Rate $626.20 $631.80 $5.60  pf  

  Energy Supplement $10.60 $10.60 -  pf  

  Total $636.80 $642.40 $5.60  pf  

Not resident in Australia or absent for period > 6 weeks         

Single   $711.00 $717.40 $6.40  pf  

Partnered (each)   $594.30 $599.60 $5.30  pf  

            

Adult Pension Supplement Basic Amount         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $24.20 $24.40 $0.20  pf  

Illness-separated, respite care or partner in gaol $24.20 $24.40 $0.20  pf 

Partnered (each)   $19.90 $20.10 $0.20  pf  

            

Adult Pension Supplement Minimum Amount         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $37.40 $37.80 $0.40  pf  

Illness-separated, respite care or partner in gaol $37.40 $37.80 $0.40  pf 

Partnered (each)   $28.20 $28.50 $0.30  pf  

            

Pension Disqualifying Income Limits         

Family Situation - Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $2,066.60 $2,083.40 $16.80  pf  

Couple (combined)   $3,163.20 $3,188.40 $25.20  pf  

Illness-separated (couple combined) $4,093.20 $4,126.80 $33.60  pf 

Family Situation - Non-Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $1,947.60 $1,963.40 $15.80  pf  

Couple (combined)   $2,990.40 $3,014.40 $24.00  pf  

Illness-separated (couple combined) $3,855.20 $3,886.80 $31.60  pf 

            



 

 

Pensions – Fortnightly (continued)         

Transitional Pension Disqualifying Income Limits         

Family Situation - Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $2,151.25 $2,168.75 $17.50  pf  

Single + 1 dependent child $2,175.85 $2,193.35 $17.50  pf  

Couple (combined)   $3,500.00 $3,528.00 $28.00  pf  

Illness-separated (couple combined) $4,262.50 $4,297.50 $35.00  pf  

Family Situation - Non-Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $1,955.50 $1,971.50 $16.00  pf  

Single + 1 dependent child $1,980.10 $1,996.10 $16.00  pf  

Couple (combined)   $3,287.50 $3,314.00 $26.50  pf  

Illness-separated (couple combined) $3,871.00 $3,903.00 $32.00  pf  

            

Pension Disqualifying Assets Limits          

Family Situation - Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, homeowner   $583,000 $585,750 $2,750     

Single, non-homeowner $797,500 $800,250 $2,750     

Couple (combined), homeowner $876,500 $880,500 $4,000     

Couple (combined), non-homeowner $1,091,000 $1,095,000 $4,000     

One partner eligible (couple combined), homeowner $876,500 $880,500 $4,000     

One partner eligible (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,091,000 $1,095,000 $4,000     

Illness-separated (couple combined), homeowner $1,031,500 $1,037,000 $5,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,246,000 $1,251,500 $5,500     

Family Situation - Non-Resident     
Single, homeowner  $563,000 $565,750 $2,750     

Single, non-homeowner  $777,500 $780,250 $2,750     

Couple (combined), homeowner  $847,500 $851,500 $4,000     

Couple (combined), non-homeowner  $1,062,000 $1,066,000 $4,000     

One partner eligible (couple combined), homeowner $847,500 $851,500 $4,000     

One partner eligible (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,062,000 $1,066,000 $4,000     

Illness-separated (couple combined), homeowner $991,500 $997,000 $5,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,206,000 $1,211,500 $5,500     
            

Transitional Rate Pension Disqualifying Assets 
Limits         

Family Situation - Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, homeowner   $531,250 $533,500 $2,250     

Single, non-homeowner $745,750 $748,000 $2,250     

Couple (combined), homeowner $826,500 $830,000 $3,500     

Couple (combined), non-homeowner $1,041,000 $1,044,500 $3,500     

One partner eligible (couple combined), homeowner $826,500 $830,000 $3,500     

One partner eligible (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,041,000 $1,044,500 $3,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), homeowner $928,000 $932,500 $4,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,142,500 $1,147,000 $4,500     

Family Situation - Non-Resident Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, homeowner   $505,000 $507,250 $2,250     

Single, non-homeowner $719,500 $721,750 $2,250     

Couple (combined), homeowner $798,000 $801,500 $3,500     

Couple (combined), non-homeowner $1,012,500 $1,016,000 $3,500     

One partner eligible (couple combined), homeowner $798,000 $801,500 $3,500     

One partner eligible (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,012,500 $1,016,000 $3,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), homeowner $875,500 $880,000 $4,500     

Illness-separated (couple combined), non-homeowner $1,090,000 $1,094,500 $4,500     

            



 

 

Pensions – Fortnightly (continued)         

Pension Bonus Scheme*         

Single           

Years (Bonus Periods)   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

1   $2,162.50 $2,181.80 $19.30     

2   $8,649.80 $8,727.00 $77.20     

3   $19,462.10 $19,635.80 $173.70     

4   $34,599.20 $34,908.10 $308.90     

5   $54,061.30 $54,544.00 $482.70     

Partnered (each)           

Years (Bonus Periods)   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

1   $1,634.10 $1,648.70 $14.60     

2   $6,536.20 $6,594.90 $58.70     

3   $14,706.50 $14,838.50 $132.00     

4   $26,144.90 $26,379.60 $234.70     

5   $40,851.50 $41,218.10 $366.60     

*No new entrants post-20 September 2009.         

     

Pension Supplement Component for Pension Bonus         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $629.20 $634.40 $5.20 pa  

Illness-separated, respite care or partner in gaol $629.20 $634.40 $5.20 pa  

Partnered (each)   $517.40 $522.60 $5.20 pa  

            

Allowances – Fortnightly         

Allowance Rates (JobSeeker Payment, Widow Allowance, Partner Allowance, Special Benefit)   

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 22 or over, no children $565.70 $570.80 $5.10 pf 

Single, 22 or over, with children $612.00 $617.50 $5.50 pf 

Single, 60 or over, after 9 months $612.00 $617.50 $5.50 pf 

Partnered (each)   $510.80 $515.40 $4.60 pf 

Single, principal carer of child, exempt from activity test* $793.10 $800.20 $7.10 pf 

* Rate includes amount of Basic Pension Supplement (for under Age Pension age recipients).         

     

Energy Supplement (JobSeeker Payment, Widow Allowance, Partner Allowance, Special Benefit)*   

Family Situation - under Age Pension age Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 22 or over, no children $8.80 $8.80 - pf 

Single, 22 or over, with children $9.50 $9.50 - pf 

Single, 60 or over, after 9 months $9.50 $9.50 - pf 

Partnered (each)   $7.90 $7.90 - pf 

Single, principal carer of child, exempt from activity test $12.00 $12.00 - pf 

Family Situation - over Age Pension age Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single   $14.10 $14.10 - pf 

Partnered (each)   $10.60 $10.60 - pf 

*Energy Supplement is not indexed.           

      

Pension Supplement for Allowance Recipients Over Age Pension Age (Widow Allowance, Partner 
Allowance, Special Benefit, ABSTUDY)   

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single Allowance Supplement $69.60 $70.30 $0.70 pf 

Partnered Allowance Supplement $52.50 $53.00 $0.50 pf 

            



 

 

Allowances – Fortnightly (continued)         

Income Limits for Adult Allowances (JobSeeker Payment, Widow Allowance, Partner Allowance)# 

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 22 or over, no children $1,088.50 $1,097.00 $8.50 pf 

Single, 22 or over, with children $1,166.84 $1,176.00 $9.16 pf 

Single, 60 or over, after 9 months* $1,177.17 $1,186.34 $9.17 pf 

Partnered (each)   $995.50 $1,003.17 $7.67 pf 

Single, 22 or over, principal carer with children* $1,675.25 $1,689.00 $13.75 pf 

Single, principal carer, exempt from activity test* $2,134.25 $2,152.00 $17.75 pf 

Single income couple (excluding JobSeeker Payment)  $2,029.50 $2,045.17 $15.67 pf 

Single income couple (JobSeeker Payment)  $3,086.11 $3,111.15 $25.04 pf 

*Includes Pharmaceutical Allowance.       

#Income limits for allowance recipients over Age Pension age may differ from these amounts.         

     

Partner Income Free Areas for Allowances (JobSeeker Payment, Partner Allowance, Parenting Payment 
Partnered, Youth Allowance, Austudy)~ 

Partner income test - partner income free area~     
Partner aged between 22 and Age Pension age $1,165.00 $1,173.00 $8.00  pf  

Partner aged under 22, no children $1,083.00 $1,083.00 -  pf  

Partner aged under 22, with children $1,160.00 $1,160.00 -  pf  

~ Different policy applies if partner is a pensioner.     

     

Youth Allowance Rates         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, principal carer of child, exempt from activity test* $793.10 $800.20 $7.10 pf 

*Rate includes amount of Basic Pension Supplement (for under Age Pension age recipients).         

     

Income Limits for Youth Allowance         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, principal carer of child, exempt from activity test* $1,652.17 $1,664.00 $11.83 pf 

*Includes Pharmaceutical Allowance.           

      

ABSTUDY           

Living Allowance Rates         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Standard       

22 years or over, at home $565.70 $570.80 $5.10 pf 

Away from home       

22 years or over  $565.70 $570.80 $5.10 pf 

Independent single, no children     
22 years or over  $565.70 $570.80 $5.10 pf 

60 years or over   $612.00 $617.50 $5.50 pf 

Independent partnered, no children     
22 years or over  $510.80 $515.40 $4.60 pf 

Independent, single with dependent child     
22 years or over   $612.00 $617.50 $5.50 pf 

Independent, partnered with dependent child     
22 years or over   $510.80 $515.40 $4.60 pf 

            

Energy Supplement for Living Allowance*     
Family Situation  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Standard       

22 years or over, at home $8.80 $8.80 - pf 

Away from home       

22 years or over  $8.80 $8.80 - pf 

*Energy Supplement is not indexed.           



   
 

 

      

ABSTUDY (continued)         

Energy Supplement for Living Allowance (continued)*    
Independent single, no children     

22 years or over  $8.80 $8.80 - pf 

60 years or over   $9.50 $9.50 - pf 

Independent partnered, no children     
22 years or over  $7.90 $7.90 - pf 

Independent, single with dependent child     
22 years or over   $9.50 $9.50 - pf 

Independent, partnered with dependent child     
22 years or over   $7.90 $7.90 - pf 

Over Age Pension age       
 Single   $14.10 $14.10 - pf 

 Partnered   $10.60 $10.60 - pf 

*Energy Supplement is not indexed.           

Personal Income Limits for Living Allowance     
Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Over 22 years      
Single, no children  $1,409.00 $1,417.50 $8.50 pf 

Partnered  $1,316.00 $1,323.67 $7.67 pf 

Single, with dependants $1,487.34 $1,496.50 $9.16 pf 

Aged 60 or over*  $1,497.67 $1,506.84 $9.17 pf 

*Includes Pharmaceutical Allowance.      

     

Parenting Payment – Fortnightly         

Parenting Payment Rates         

Under Age Pension age   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single Parent Base Pension $768.90 $775.80 $6.90 pf 

  Supplement  $24.20 $24.40 $0.20 pf 

  Energy Supplement $12.00 $12.00 - pf 

  Total $805.10 $812.20 $7.10 pf 

Partnered Parents Base Allowance $510.80 $515.40 $4.60 pf 

  Energy Supplement $7.90 $7.90 - pf 

  Total $518.70 $523.30 $4.60 pf 

Over Age Pension age   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single Parent Base Pension $768.90 $775.80 $6.90 pf 

  Supplement  $69.60 $70.30 $0.70 pf 

  Energy Supplement $14.10 $14.10 - pf 

  Total $852.60 $860.20 $7.60 pf 

Partnered Base Allowance $510.80 $515.40 $4.60 pf 

  Supplement  $52.50 $53.00 $0.50 pf 

  Energy Supplement $10.60 $10.60 - pf 

  Total $573.90 $579.00 $5.10 pf 

            

Income Test for Parenting Payment#         

Partnered   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Partner income free area $1,165.00 $1,173.00 $8.00 pf 

For part payment of additional rate, all of the following conditions must be met:      

- recipient's income must be less than $995.50 $1,003.17 $7.67 pf 

- partner's income must be less than $2,029.50 $2,045.17 $15.67 pf 

- combined income must be less than $2,160.50 $2,176.17 $15.67 pf 

If partner is on pension,         

couple's combined income must be less than $1,991.00 $2,006.34 $15.34 pf 

#Income limits for allowance recipients over Age Pension age may differ from these amounts.          

     



   
 

 

     

Parenting Payment – Fortnightly (continued)         

Income Test for Parenting Payment (continued)#         

Single*   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Income Free area   $192.60 $192.60 - pf 

Disqualifying Income Limits         

- under Age Pension age, including Pharmaceutical 
Allowance $2,220.85 $2,238.60 $17.75 pf 

*Income free areas and income limits for parents with more than one child may differ from these amounts.       

    

Rent Assistance – for payments under the Social Security Act     

Maximum Payment per Fortnight         

Family Situation  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, no children   $139.60 $140.80 $1.20 pf 

Single, no children, sharer $93.07 $93.87 $0.80 pf 

Couple, no children   $131.60 $132.80 $1.20 pf 

Partnered, illness-separated, no children $139.60 $140.80 $1.20 pf 

Partnered, temporarily separated, no children $131.60 $132.80 $1.20 pf 

            

Rent Threshold           

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, no children   $124.60 $125.80 $1.20 pf 

Single, no children, sharer $124.60 $125.80 $1.20 pf 

Couple, no children   $201.80 $203.60 $1.80 pf 

Partnered, illness-separated, no children $124.60 $125.80 $1.20 pf 

Partnered, temporarily separated, no children $124.60 $125.80 $1.20 pf 

            

Rent Ceiling           

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, no children   $310.73 $313.53 $2.80 pf 

Single, no children, sharer $248.69 $250.96 $2.27 pf 

Couple, no children   $377.27 $380.67 $3.40 pf 

Partnered, illness-separated, no children $310.73 $313.53 $2.80 pf 

Partnered, temporarily separated, no children $300.07 $302.87 $2.80 pf 

     

Rent Assistance – for payments under the Family Assistance Act     

Maximum Payment per Fortnight         

Family Situation  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 1 or 2 children   $164.08 $165.62 $1.54 pf 

Single, 3 or more children $185.36 $187.04 $1.68 pf 

Couple, 1 or 2 children   $164.08 $165.62 $1.54 pf 

Couple, 3 or more children $185.36 $187.04 $1.68 pf 

Couple, Illness-separated, Temporarily Separated Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

1 or 2 children   $164.08 $165.62 $1.54 pf 

3 or more children   $185.36 $187.04 $1.68 pf 

            

Rent Threshold           

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 1 or 2 children   $163.52 $165.06 $1.54 pf 

Single, 3 or more children $163.52 $165.06 $1.54 pf 

Couple, 1 or 2 children   $241.92 $244.16 $2.24 pf 

Couple, 3 or more children $241.92 $244.16 $2.24 pf 

Couple, Illness-Separated, Temporarily Separated Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

1 or 2 children   $163.52 $165.06 $1.54 pf 

3 or more children   $163.52 $165.06 $1.54 pf 

            



 

 

Rent Assistance – for payments under the Family Assistance Act (continued)    

Rent Ceiling           

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single, 1 or 2 children   $382.29 $385.89 $3.60 pf 

Single, 3 or more children $410.67 $414.45 $3.78 pf 

Couple, 1 or 2 children   $460.69 $464.99 $4.30 pf 

Couple, 3 or more children $489.07 $493.55 $4.48 pf 

Couple, Illness-separated, Temporarily Separated Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

1 or 2 children   $382.29 $385.89 $3.60 pf 

3 or more children   $410.67 $414.45 $3.78 pf 

      

Miscellaneous Amounts         

Utilities Allowance (Paid Quarterly: 20 Mar, 20 June, 20 Sept, 20 Dec)       

Payable to Widow Allowance and Partner Allowance recipients under Age Pension age and Disability Support Pensioners aged under 21 without children.    

    Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Annual Amount (single or couple combined) $652.00 $658.00 $6.00 pa 

Quarterly Payment (single or couple combined) $163.00 $164.50 $1.50 pq 

Individuals in receipt of an income support payment that attracts a Pension Supplement do not receive Utilities Allowance.      

Health Care Cards (HCC)         

Average weekly income for eight weeks prior to applying:         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single (no children)   $571.00 $576.00 $5.00 pw 

Couple, combined (no children)  $985.00 $993.00 $8.00 pw 

Single, one dependent child  $985.00 $993.00 $8.00 pw 

For each additional dependent child add $34.00 $34.00 - pw 

            

Income limits for Health Care Cards (HCC)      

Average weekly income for eight weeks prior to applying:         

Family Situation   Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Single (no children)   $713.75 $720.00 $6.25 pw 

Couple, combined (no children)  $1,231.25 $1,241.25 $10.00 pw 

Single, one dependent child  $1,231.25 $1,241.25 $10.00 pw 

For each additional dependent child add $42.50 $42.50 - pw 

            



 

 

 COVID-19 changes       

JobSeeker Payment income test         

JobSeeker Payment personal income thresholds Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Income free area (non-single principal carers) $300 $300 - pf 

Income free area (single principal carers) $106 $106 - pf 

JobSeeker Payment income limits      

Single, 22 or over, no children $1,257.50 $1,266.00 $8.50  pf 

Single, 22 or over, with children $1,335.84 $1,345.00 $9.16  pf 

Single, 60 or over, after 9 months* $1,346.17 $1,355.34 $9.17  pf 

Partnered (each)   $1,164.50 $1,172.17 $7.67  pf 

Single, 22 or over, principal carer with children* $1,675.25 $1,689.00 $13.75  pf 

Single, principal carer, exempt from activity test* $2,134.25 $2,152.00 $17.75  pf 

Single income couple   $3,086.11 $3,111.15 $25.04  pf 

*Includes Pharmaceutical Allowance.         

     

Youth Allowance (Other) income test       

Personal income thresholds  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase   

Income free area  $300 $300 - pf 
Youth Allowance (Other) 
income limits       

Single, under 18, at home $728.50 $728.50 - pf 

Single, 18 or over, at home $815.34 $815.34 - pf 

Single or partnered, away from home, no children $1,082.50 $1,082.50 - pf 

Partnered, with children  $1,159.34 $1,159.34 - pf 

Single, with children  $1,325.34 $1,325.34 - pf 

Single, principal carer of child, exempt from activity test $1,652.17 $1,664.00 $11.83  pf 

*Includes Pharmaceutical Allowance.         

     

Partner income free areas (JobSeeker Payment, Partner Allowance, Youth Allowance, Austudy)  

  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Partner aged between 22 and Age Pension age $1,165.00 $1,173.00 $8.00  pf 

Partner aged under 22, no children $1,083.00 $1,083.00 $0.00  pf 

Partner aged under 22, with children $1,160.00 $1,160.00 $0.00  pf 

            

Parenting Payment income test       

Partnered  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Partner income free area (partner aged between 22 and 
Age Pension age) $1,165.00 $1,173.00 $8.00  pf 

For part payment of additional rate, all of the following conditions must be met:     

- recipient's income must be less than $995.50 $1,003.17 $7.67  pf 

- partner's income must be less than $2,029.50 $2,045.17 $15.67  pf 

- combined income must be less than $2,160.50 $2,176.17 $15.67  pf 

If partner is on pension,       

couples combined income must be less than $1,991.00 $2,006.34 $15.34  pf 

#Income limits for recipients over Age Pension age may differ from these amounts.         

     

Other changes  Previous Amount 20 Mar 2021 Increase  

Coronavirus Supplement  $150.00 $150.00 $0.00  pf 

Adult allowance (excl JSP) single income couple income limit $2,029.50 $2,045.17 $15.67  pf 

ABSTUDY partner income free area, aged 22 and over $1,165.00 $1,173.00 $8.00  pf 

            

 


