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Sensitivities 
• There has been previous media coverage around international

students utilising NRAS accommodation.
• The NRAS Act (2008) and Regulations prescribe the Scheme; neither

of these stipulate any requirements on residency provisions for
tenants.

• From Round Three onwards, special conditions requiring tertiary
student housing providers to give priority to domestic Australian
students were put in place.

• The policy intent of the special conditions is to ensure that domestic
students are given preference where possible.  In practice, where

2

s 22



there is insufficient demand from domestic students, NRAS 
dwellings may be allocated to international students. 

• Ten approved participants are subject to these special
conditions.  The other three tertiary student housing providers
received their allocations in earlier rounds, before the special
conditions were put in place.
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Media inquiry & response 
1 November 2016 

NRAS and 
international 
students 

I’m inquiring about a studio 
apartment in Camperdown. I 
understand it’s listed under the 
National rental affordability 
scheme and in order to be eligible 
one must be single and not earn 
more than $48, 527 gross 
annually. They also cannot own or 
part own any property within 
Australia or overseas. 

Questions: 

• According to the real estate
agent, there has been a lot of
interest for the property from
International students. Are
they eligible under this
scheme?

DSS Media response to MO on 1 November 
2016: 

 
 

 

 

Stewart 
Thomas 
Housing 
Programs and 
Homelessness 
Branch 

(MO cleared) DSS Media response to 
journalist on 1 November 2016: 
I  
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http://www.realestate.com.au/property-studio-nsw-camperdown-419210214


According to the real estate agent, there has 
been a lot of interest for the property from 
International students. Are they eligible 
under this scheme? 
• There are no citizenship restrictions in the

NRAS Regulations.
• Conditions were put in place in Round

Three requiring tertiary student housing
providers to give priority to students from
elsewhere in Australia. This ensures
domestic students are given preference. If
there is a circumstance where there is
insufficient demand from domestic
students, tertiary student housing
providers may rent dwellings to
international students.
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TALKING POINTS 
Subject NRAS consultation 
Date 11 October 2016 
Intended Minister Porter 
Media Officer  
Brief Number n/a 

ISSUE: NRAS consultation 

TALKING POINTS: 
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. The ANAO's
NRAS audit, tabled in November 2015, found that 

, half of the 3800 or so units held by unis in 2013-14 were let to
foreign students rather than working poor or even Australian students.

What is the Government doing about this? 

A: Conditions were put in place from Round Three onwards requiring tertiary student 
housing providers to give priority to Australian students. This ensures domestic students are 
given preference. 

If there is a circumstance where there is insufficient demand from domestic students, NRAS 
dwellings may be allocated to international students. 
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CLEARANCE: 

Drafted by Title Date 
 Communication and Media Branch 19 September 

Cleared by Title Time/Date 
Roslyn Baxter Group Manager, Families Group 11 October 2016 
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